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Greek and Latin Roots Answer
Key: Unlocking the Secrets of
Word Origins

Understanding Greek and Latin roots is fundamental
to mastering the English language, especially in the
realms of vocabulary development, standardized
testing, and academic success. The Greek and Latin
roots answer key serves as an invaluable resource
for students, educators, and language enthusiasts
aiming to decode complex words and expand their
lexicon. This comprehensive guide explores the
importance of Greek and Latin roots, provides a
detailed answer key for common roots, and offers
effective strategies to utilize these roots for improving
language skills.



The Significance of Greek and
Latin Roots in English Vocabulary

English is a rich tapestry woven from various linguistic
threads, with Greek and Latin being two of the most
influential sources. Approximately 60% of English
words have Latin or Greek origins, especially in
scientific, medical, technical, and academic
vocabularies. Recognizing these roots helps learners:

Decode unfamiliar words1.
Enhance spelling and pronunciation skills2.
Improve reading comprehension3.
Strengthen vocabulary for standardized tests like4.
the SAT, GRE, and ACT
Develop a deeper understanding of word families5.
and derivations

Having access to a Greek and Latin roots answer
key allows students to identify common components
of complex words quickly, making reading and
learning more efficient. This resource simplifies the
process of breaking down multisyllabic words into
manageable parts, fostering confidence and
independence in language mastery.



Common Greek Roots and Their
Meanings

List of Frequently Encountered Greek
Roots

Greek roots often describe concepts related to nature,
size, quantity, or characteristics. Here are some of the
most common Greek roots with their meanings:

Anti-: against, opposite (e.g., antimatter, antibiotic)1.
Bio-: life (e.g., biology, biography)2.
Chron-: time (e.g., chronological, synchronize)3.
Geo-: earth (e.g., geology, geography)4.
Hydr-: water (e.g., hydrate, hydrology)5.
Meter-: measure (e.g., thermometer, centimeter)6.
Philo-: love, affinity for (e.g., philosophy,7.
philanthropist)
Tele-: distant, far (e.g., television, telepathy)8.
Micro-: small (e.g., microscope, microbe)9.
Poly-: many (e.g., polygon, polytheistic)10.

Examples of Words Derived from
Greek Roots

Antipathy: a feeling against or dislike of something1.
Biology: the study of living organisms2.



Chronology: the science of arranging events in time3.
order
Geography: the study of Earth's landscapes and4.
features
Hydraulics: the science of liquid pressure and flow5.
Thermometer: an instrument for measuring6.
temperature
Philosophy: the study of fundamental questions7.
about existence
Telecommunication: communication over a distance8.
Microscope: an instrument to see very small objects9.
Polygon: a shape with many angles and sides10.

Common Latin Roots and Their
Meanings

List of Frequently Encountered Latin
Roots

Latin roots form the backbone of many English words,
especially in legal, scientific, and technical vocabulary.
Here are some key Latin roots:

Aqua-: water (e.g., aquarium, aquatic)1.
Cent-: hundred (e.g., century, percent)2.
Dict-: speak, declare (e.g., dictate, verdict)3.
Fort-: strong (e.g., fortify, effort)4.



Mal-: bad, evil (e.g., malfunction, malicious)5.
Port-: carry (e.g., portable, transport)6.
Scrib-: write (e.g., describe, script)7.
Vid- / Vis-: see (e.g., video, visual)8.
Aud-: hear (e.g., audio, audition)9.
Ped-: foot (e.g., pedestrian, pedal)10.

Examples of Words Derived from Latin
Roots

Aquarium: a water-filled tank for aquatic life1.
Century: a period of one hundred years2.
Dictate: to speak aloud for recording or3.
transmission
Fortify: to strengthen or build up4.
Malfunction: failure to function properly5.
Transport: to carry across6.
Describe: to write or speak about something7.
Video: visual recording or display8.
Audio: sound, especially when recorded or9.
transmitted
Pedestrian: a person walking on foot10.

How to Use the Greek and Latin



Roots Answer Key Effectively

Strategies for Learning and Retaining
Roots

Maximizing the benefits of the Greek and Latin
roots answer key involves active engagement and
strategic study. Here are some effective methods:

Create Word Maps: For each root, make a visual1.
map linking it to various words and their meanings.
Practice Breaking Down Words: Take complex2.
words and dissect them into roots and affixes to
understand their meanings.
Use Flashcards: Develop flashcards with roots on3.
one side and meanings and example words on the
other.
Engage in Quizzes and Exercises: Regular4.
testing helps reinforce recognition and
understanding.
Build Vocabulary Journals: Record new words5.
along with their roots and definitions for ongoing
review.

Applying Roots to Improve Test



Performance

Standardized tests often feature vocabulary questions
that can be deciphered using roots. To excel:

Identify familiar roots in unfamiliar words to infer1.
meanings
Use the answer key to verify your guesses and2.
deepen understanding
Practice with sample questions that focus on root3.
recognition

Sample Greek and Latin Roots
Answer Key for Practice

Below is a sample answer key to common roots and
their related words, serving as a quick reference for
study and review.

Greek Roots Answer Key

Root Meaning Example Words

Anti- against,
opposite

Antibody, Antithesis

Bio- life Biology, Biography

Chron- time Chronology, Chronometer



Geo- earth Geology, Geography

Hydr- water Hydrate, Hydrology
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